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September 30, 1904 2000 

Transandine railway nearing completion. 

As a matter of some bearing from a sanitary point of view, I have 
the honor to report that the railway connecting Buenos Ayres and 
Valparaiso, Chile, will be, in all probability, completed and open for 
traffic by the early part of December next. This will shorten the 
time of this journey to forty hours and will do away with the crossing 
of the Andes by mule — a hazardous undertaking at certain seasons of 
the year. This will also place the east and west coasts of this country 
in much closer communication, and thereby increase the chances of 
contamination between the two regions. 

Sanitary report of Rio de Janeiro, week ended August £1, 1904-. 

There were, in all, during this week, 413 deaths, of which none were 
caused by yellow fever, but there was 1 case of this disease. Four 
deaths were caused by bubonic plague, with a total of 7 new cases 
reported during the week. Two of these deaths occurred in the hos- 
pital at Jurajuba, 1 in Candelaria district, and the other in San Jose 
district of this city. At the close of the week there were 16 cases of 
this disease in the plague hospital. 

Smallpox caused 135 deaths with a total of 328 new cases reported 
during the week. This is the largest number of cases of variola 
reported during any one week, for some years past. There are 349 
cases of variola in the Hospital Sao Sebastiao at this date, and the hos- 

Eital is ver}^ badly overtaxed for accommodations. In this regard I 
ave to state that the director of ■ public health of the Republic in a 
conference held between himself and the President of the Republic 
and the secretary of the interior, stated that with the accommodations 
offered by the smallpox hospital, and with the appliances in band for 
the removal of cases from their dwellings to the hospital, and the num- 
ber of men at his disposal for the work, he estimated that should there 
be much of a daily increase in the number of cases, his department 
would be unable to handle the work satisfactorily. However, since 
this conference there has been no material increase in the epidemic. 
As I have said before, the disease is confined chiefly to the outlying 
districts of the city, although of course, cases have occurred, and are 
daily occurring in all sections of the city. There is such repugnance 
to the idea of vaccination amongst almost all classes of the population, 
that in spite of all recommendations, and the aid of the newspapers, 
and every facility for free vaccination at the central vaccination office, 
and at various stations for this purpose established throughout the 
city and in the suburbs, yet the number of persons availing themselves 
of this preventive is relatively very small. 

There were no deaths from enteric fever, choleraic diseases of chil- 
dren, dysentery, or leprosy. Measles caused 1 death; scarlet fever, 2; 
whooping cough, 2; diphtheria, 5; grippe, 11; beriberi, 1; malarial 
fevers, 10, and tuberculosis, 45. The deaths were divided as follows: 
Males, 240; females, 173; natives, 333; foreigners, 73, and nationality 
unknown, 7. 

By ages as follows: Up to 1 vear of age, 64; from that age to 5 
years, 55; 5 to 10, 25; 10 to 20^ 34; 20 to 30, 70; 30 to 40, 49; 40 to 
50, 46; 50 to 60, 24; more than 60 years of age, 44, and age unknown, 
2. The deaths occurred as regards localities as follows: In homes, 
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hotels, and general domiciles, 247; in civil hospitals, 106; in military 
hospital, 1; in Santa Casa de Misericordia, 52; in asylums, convents, 
etc., 3; in vessels in port, none, and in localities unknown, 4. 

The daily average of deaths for this week was 59 in comparison 
with 62.57 during the preceding week, and with 42.14 for the corre- 
sponding week last year. This is a coefficient per thousand of the 
population of 25.40. 

The highest range of the thermometer was on the 21st instant, 
31.8° C, and the lowest on the 15th instant, 16.3° C, with an average 
for the week of 21.65° C. Total rainfall for the week, 15.47 m. Daily 
average, 2.21 m. 

Sanitary report far month of July, 190 Ji. 

Following is the official report for July, 1904, issued by the health 
department of this city and translated in this office: 

The sanitary condition of Rio de Janeiro was on the whole less favorable during 
July than during the preceding month. It is true that the daily mortality average 
isbut little changed— 55.25 compared with 55.36. There was, however, a notable 
augmentation in the mortality from variola, and the following is a comparison of the 
chief transmissible diseases in the two months: Yellow fever, 4 in July against 4 in 
June; plague, 8 against 4; variola, 457 against 327; measles, 4 against 2; scarlet fever, 
none against 2; diphtheria, 5 against 1; grippe, 69 against 46; enteric fever, 4 against 
2; dysentery, 13 against 7; beriberi, 11 against 9; malarial fever, 29 against 24, and 
tuberculosis, 197 against 228. 

The health representatives made 31,368 domiciliary visits during the month, 7,220 
of this number being made by the sanitary police" and 24,148 by the vigilancia. 
Inspections of 27,874 persons were made, 23,021 vaccinations and revaccinations 
against smallpox were made, and 22 against plague. There were deceived 1,209 
notifications of transmissible diseases, being 11 of yellow fever, 18 of plague, 1,038 
of smallpox, 7 of diphtheria, 5 of enteric fever, 3 of leprosy, 96 of tuberculosis, 1 of 
malarial fever, 29 of measles, 1 of beriberi, compared with 8 of yellow fever, 8 of 
plague, 720 of smallpox, 6 of diphtheria, 3 of enteric fever, 1 of leprosy, 106 of tubercu- 
losis, 4 of malarial fevers, 1 of measles, and 1 of beriberi received during the month 
of June. 

The central disinfection station made 4,463 disinfections of domiciles, disinfected 
6,825 pieces of clothing, and destroyed by fire 1,149 articles of clothing. 

Up to July 31 there had been incinerated 176,451 rats, brought in Dy various 
persons. 

The bacteriological laboratory made during this month 46 examinations of sus- 
pected plague cases, the bacillus being demonstrated in 18 instances. 

The brigade against mosquitoes cleaned up 1,545 localities where cases and deaths 
from yellow fever had occurred in previous epidemics. They also destroyed 32 foci 
of mosquitoe larva;, made 10 visits of sanitary vigilance, and isolated 6 persons ill 
with yellow fever. 

From 2,100 house roofs, 8,744 buckets of dirt and debris were removed, 62,119 
gratings, 85,116 tubs, 4,722 water boxes, 52,878 automatic water boxes (water- 
closets, etc. ), 25,307 water tanks, and 2,302 various other kinds of water containers 
were washed and thoroughly cleansed by this same brigade. In this work of cleans- 
ing there was expended more than 844 kilos of pyrethrum, 21,263 kilos of sulphur, 
915 liters of alcohol, and 13 liters of petroleum. 

By means of the apparatus, 54 vessels in port were disinfected, and on land the 
conduits for rain water in 47 different streets, 5 alleys, 6 parks, 4 "pracas" (small 
open squares in the city), and 1 lane were disinfected and cleansed. In addition 
1,362 gratings over these rain-water conduits were removed, washed, and from 87 
places where the filth, etc., carried along by the rain water is allowed to accumulate, 
273 cart loads of such filth were removed. 

The isolation hospitals during this month received 5 persons ill with yellow fever, 
557 with variola, and 20 cases of plague. Of the whole number in isolation 1 yellow- 
fever case, 277 cases of variola, and 15 cases of plague proved fatal. At the end of 
the month there remained under treatment 272 cases of variola, 15 of plague, and no 
cases of yellow fever. 
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